


















New York sweets and confections concluded dinner in grand fashion! And to 

make the dinner really special, each course was introduced by the executive 

chef and paired with a fine wine by the sommelier! After dinner, we all moved 

the ballroom next door to "Club 54" for drinks and some amazing entertainment 

that included scenes from top Broadway plays, "Hamilton" and "Wicked". They 

were followed by a musical tribute to the "Jersey Boys", which got a lot of 

people on their feet and dancing up a storm. Meanwhile, a quartet in the lobby 

played some great 1920's jazz. Needless to say, it was a wonderful and 

enjoyable evening! The next morning, I rode the train back to Riverside and then 

drove to Palm Springs to meet up with old friends and colleagues who were Jazz Quartet - Hospitality Uncorked

attending the Esri Business Partner Conference. Fortunately, I was able to 

book a room in the Renaissance Hotel at the Esri employee rate. The hotel 

had recently renovated a II of the sleeping rooms, as we II as the lobby and 

bar, to create an elegant atmosphere. Later in the afternoon, I met up with 

my old colleague Myles for a beer in the lobby bar, before we walked over 

to "Johannes German Restaurant" for dinner that evening. There we each 

had a delicious, very authentic Wiener Schnitzel, Apel Strudel, and 

Bitburger beer. After dinner, we went up the street to a local pub named 

Renaissance Hotel - Palm Springs 

"Hair of the Dog" for 

another round of beers. 

Then it was time to head back to the hotel, where I met up with several more 

old friends in the lobby bar. We caught up on what had happened since last 

we met during the User Conference in San Diego last summer. The following 

morning, I drove up to the Whitewater Nature Reserve to hike around under 

beautiful, clear blue skies. Due to the very dry winter, the Whitewater River 

was at a very low level. After taking many photos of the small lake beside the 

Ranger Station and Visitor Center, I headed home to prepare for several 

photo shoots I had scheduled during the week. 
Whitewater Nature Reserve 

In mid-March, I went to the annual "Iron Horse Steampunk Festival" at the Orange Empire Railway 

Museum (OREM) in Perris. This year was even more popular than last year, with more people 

dressed in old Victorian clothes that were "accented" with weird things from classic Sci-Fi and 

Fantasy movies. The promotional flyer for the event described it as, "The pop culture genre 

characterized by many elements of science fiction and fantasy, intertwined with hardware laden 

Victorian era fashion mashed up with industrial revolution 

themes. Think old faucet handles affixed to pantaloons, 

brass goggles decorated with watch gears or old 

mismatched drawer knobs glued to the side of a top hat! A 

few arrive dressed like fictional characters, such as 

Sherlock Holmes or Dr. Strangelove!" I had a lot of fun photographing all the weird 

characters, as well as many of the vintage railroad cars, especially the old 1920's 

steam locomotive. It was busy taking families for a ride aboard restored passenger 

cars from the early days of steam. The 2019 event will be on my calendar for sure!          Old Pacific Electric "Red Car"

When April rolled around, I was invited to the "Spring Social", hosted by MPIOC. It was a cocktail reception and dinner held 

at "Ralph Brennan's New Orleans Restaurant" in Downtown Disney. The social was a very enjoyable evening with lots of 

wonderful, traditional Cajun food and entertainment. I spent much of the evening sitting on the balcony overlooking 
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